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Norm=Form

Exhibition on  

standardisation and design

This exhibition is one of the highlights of the manifestation The Hague Design and Government, that focuses on the relation between design and government, in the field of public design, architecture and visual communication. The exhibition opens Friday 7 May at 5.30 PM with a welcome by Benno Tempel (director of the Gemeentemuseum Den Haag) and an introduction by Timo de Rijk (curator) and Ed Annink (intendant The Hague Design and Government). 

Curator Timo de Rijk, professor history of design at Delft University of Technology, explains: " Our shoes, our clothes, our bicycle, our kitchen drawers, our coffee cup, the sheets of paper from the printer – each and every one of these objects are standardized. Never before so many products have been copies of one and the same thing. And this has many advantages. With its interchangeable parts and its conveyor belt production the T-Ford paved the way to an affordable car for everyone. Standardised clothing sizes offered affordable and well-fitting clothes to many. 
Social, cultural and even esthetical norms have a big influence on standardized products. With its many (sub) cultures however, society is constantly changing. In the 1950’s society was completely different than our multicultural society today. The standards for products that where implemented by the government, such as NEN, DIN, ASA and ISO, grow old in the daily practice. What are the consequences?
NORM=FORM, Gemeentemuseum Den Haag, Saturday 8 May - Sunday 15 August 2010
In the context of RUHR.2010, cultural capital of Europe, the exhibition moves to Essen in Germany, from Saturday 28 August – Tuesday 19 October at Zeche Zollverein in Hall V.  

More information on the exhibition and the complete programme of The Hague Design and Government, can be found at www.designdenhaag.eu
The Hague Design and Government is a biennial manifestation consisting of five editions. Each edition entails a collaboration between the city of The Hague and another European government Capital; Berlin in 2010. In 2012: Stockholm, 2014: Paris, 2016: London, 2018: Rome. The results of the five editions will be evaluated, the final evaluation of the five editions will be submitted as report to the European Union at the end of 2018.
For additional information, interviews and images, please contact the project office of Foundation Design Den Haag. T (0031) (70) 3132060, M (0031) (6) 41762705, E info@designdenhaag.eu.
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