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Press release, The Hague 12 December 2008

Design Den Haag 2010-2018

Exploring the relationship between design and government
On the 16th of December 2008, two of The Hague’s aldermans, Henk Kool and Jetta Klijnsma, will launch the Design Den Haag 2010-2018 event. Gerard Rooijakkers (Crown-appointed member of the Culture Council) will be the key-note speaker at this occasion. The event supports the city of The Hague’s aim to be elected cultural capital of Europe in 2018. 

Design Den Haag will start, as from Spring 2010, by organizing a total of five public happenings, one every other year, with exhibitions, publications, lectures and debates, workshops and documentaries in the realm of design, visual communication and architecture. Each edition features a collaboration between The Hague and another European government city: Berlin, Rome, Paris, London and Stockholm. The results will be evaluated and discussed per edition, and presented in a report to the European Union at the end of 2018. The report will include recommendations about the expenditure of government funds towards developing the quality of design, visual communication and architecture.

In the Netherlands, the government plays a leading role in the development of design, visual communication and architecture. For example, the Amsterdam-South neighborhood, which was built between 1917 and 1924, arose from a collaboration between the Municipality of Amsterdam under leadership of alderman F.M. Wibaut and the famous Dutch architect H.P. Berlage. And for graphic designers, the Aesthetic Design Department of the Royal Mail was a very important patron between 1945 and 2002. The Dutch Mint too shows a very strongly embedded design tradition over the years, with artists like M.C. Escher and designers like Bruno Ninaber van Eyben, Jaap Drupsteen, Hans Kruit and Ootje Oxenaar. The Dutch Embassy in Berlin was built by architect Rem Koolhaas - commissioned by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This same governmental body asked the team of Droog Design to design an innovative promotional gift. This became the hundred-meter bench “Space to Take Place” by Claudia Linders, which was unveiled in IJburg in October 2008. Important foreign relations are presented with a reserved seat on it, as a symbolic gift of a little piece of Holland. Design Den Haag 2010-2018 will explore the relationship between design and government in the past, the present and the future.

The concept for Design Den Haag 2010-2018 was initiated and developed by designer Ed Annink (Ontwerpwerk) at the request of the Municipality of The Hague. Annink will also be the Intendant for the first edition, a collaboration between Berlin and The Hague which will take place in the Spring of 2010. The Chairman of the Board of Design Den Haag 2010-2018 is Ms. Liesbeth in ‘t Hout, director of the Amsterdam Fashion Institute. The programme for Design Den Haag 2010 will be presented halfway 2009.
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More information: Design Den Haag 2010-2018 
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